
Newsletter Issue No.13 (July 2014)

School Council

Chairman:
The Rt Revd Andrew Chan

Vice-Chairman:
The Revd John L Menear

Supervisor:
Mrs Doris Ho, JP

Honorary Treasurer:
Mrs Josephine Chang

Members:
Mrs Stella Lau, JP (Headmistress, DGS)
Mrs Emily Dai (Headmistress, DGJS)
Ms Barbara Chan
Mrs Sheilah Chatjaval
Mr Nelson Chen
Mr Ronnie Cheng
Ms Stephanie Cheung
Prof Arthur Li, GBS, JP
Mrs Ng Saw Kheng, JP
Prof Helen Shen
Mrs Susanna Wong
Mr Marco Wu, SBS
Ms Benita Yu
The Hon Madam Justice Yuen, JA
Ms Yvonne Chan (DOGA President)
Ms Deirdre Fu Tcheng (PTA Chairman)

DGS Tel : 2277 9100

DGJS Tel : 2277 9200

Address :
1 Jordan Road,
Kowloon, Hong Kong

DGS Website :
http://www.dgs.edu.hk

DGJS Website :
http://www.dgjs.edu.hk

A Night of Revelry –  
The 2014 Easter Concert

The annual Easter Concert, held on the evening of 
Friday 3rd April, was one of most thrilling musical 
events of the year. It marked the culmination of the 
year’s Music Festival and acted as an event in which 
families, friends, alumni and teachers gathered together 
to witness the joy of music-making. It serves as a fitting 
tribute to the talent, sacrifice and effort made by the 
school’s many musical groups throughout the year. One 
of the most precious things about music is its ability 
transcend meaning and touch the very core of our 
being.

To the Glory of your name

“We give you worship, we give you praise, to the glory of your name.”

This year’s Easter Concert is dedicated to our Heavenly Father, for through Him we were given the 
opportunity to unleash our talents and voices in praise of Him. Our school choirs proudly proclaimed the 
story of God’s marvelous creations and man’s place in God’s world.

Dynamic and Diverse

Dynamic and diverse, our school orchestras and bands played a 
very eclectic range. From classical baroque pieces to funky jazzed-
up symphonies and quartets, the girls interpreted them capably, 
infusing into their pieces the conflicting creative tensions of past and 
present, of tradition and innovation. Apart from the performances by 
our school choirs and orchestra, a centerpiece of the night’s concert 
was the performance by the Junior and Senior Mixed Choirs. With contrasting textures between male and 
female voices, the choirs succeeded in performing a piece which at first seemed intricate and dissonant, but 
then metamorphosed into a wondrous harmony of music. The audience were impressed by the clarity and 
intonation of harmonies, especially as they sang in German and Hungarian. Unfazed by the cacophony of 
consonants, the girls sang with determination and understanding, bringing the universal message of love to 
the hearts and minds of many.

Gratitude

In celebration of the journey we call life, and the pathway we call hope, 
the chairladies of our choirs and western instrumental groups performed 
the Pathway of Hope, a beautiful piece dedicated to our parents, teachers 
and our headmistress. Holding firm to the proud Diocesan musical legacy 
and strung together by hearts and souls, as well as fingers and voices, 

we performed with deep gratitude as a single entity. This was how Diocesan music was made, and we fully 
intend to maintain this legacy. Despite the glory showered upon us, those truly deserving still lay hidden 
from the spotlight. Parents and teachers were the ones who offered firm anchorage and helped guide our 
way. That is why we dedicate this year’s Easter Concert to those who have helped us grow in strength, faith 
and determination.
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Down to the Wire!
After two days of exhilarating heats, our school came to 
Finals Day (28th February, 2014) with a slim advantage 
in points. Fully acknowledging the challenges we faced, 
every athlete competed to their fullest extent; many of 
them achieved personal best results in their event.

Amidst packed stands at the Wan Chai Sports Ground, the crowd 
of supporters that were waving blue banners and cheering sticks 
included girls, old girls, parents and teachers. The enthusiasm 
extended even beyond the walls of the sports ground, since students 
back at school also followed the competition avidly through live 
broadcast. As the day wound down and we reached the final event – the 
A Grade 4x400 relay – it was clear that the team needed to capture first 
place for DGS to clinch the title of Overall Champion.

“I would be lying if I said I wasn’t nervous,” remarked Rebecki Chan, 
who was running the last leg of the relay. “I suddenly remembered 
the very first time I competed for DGS at the Athletics Meet. I also ran 
the last leg of the relay back then, but the feeling was quite different. 
Back then, I just had to run without thinking about anything.” Now 
that she is the team captain, an extra sense of responsibility fell upon 
her shoulders – it extended from comforting the younger athletes 
when the team suffered setbacks to the final race of the final day, 
when the championship lay in the hands of members of the 4x400m 
relay team. Imagine the thoughts that must have been racing through 
her mind as she stepped out onto the track!

When the baton reached her hand, 
she steeled her resolve and made the 
fateful dash. Little more than a minute 
later, DGS won the Overall Champion 
title for the eighth consecutive year, 
with a total score of 452 points. Cheers 
erupted from the stands and on the 
track; some hugged each other in 
tears, for the number represented 
not only victory, but all the hours and 
effort put in by teachers, coaches, 
students and their families.

Inter-school Athletics Championships
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DGS has a lways committed i tsel f  towards 
broadening student’s horizons and increasing 
their exposure to world issues. The participation 
in Model United Nations, an academic simulation 
of the United Nations, is particularly helpful in 
equipping students with a broadened worldview 
and a readiness to contribute towards changing 
the world through understanding, cooperation 
and negotiation. The DGS MUN Team members 
were grateful for the opportunity to participate 
in the Columbia University Model United Nations 
Conference and Exposition, or CMUNCE XIII in New 
York City this academic year.

The team comprising 7 senior team members took 
the long flight to the Big Apple and arrived on 15th 
January 2014. Participating in an MUN conference 
as prestigious and advanced as the CMUNCE was a 
slightly daunting proposition for the young Diocesan team, but they nonetheless relished the challenge, prepared well 
and held their own during the conference.

Our delegates were involved in a wide selection of historical and contemporary 
committees; some members of the team had to act as a representative in a 
council debating Rome’s political future in 44 BC following the assassination 
of Julius Caesar, while others were Chinese diplomatic officials negotiating on 
issues of territorial disputes in the South China Sea in the US-China Strategic 
dialogue 2014, or military leaders in President Kennedy’s council of advisors 
following his election to the presidency of the United States.

In all councils, delegates scrambled to 
resolve various crisis scenarios which 
they encountered, such as sudden 
outbreaks of war and protests, 

through heated negotiation and 
non-stop note-passing. As the conference wore on, debates became increasingly 
intense – placards were frantically raised, while pens and half-written speeches 
flew across council tables as our team members engaged into a thrilling game 
of plotting and cooperating with fellow council members in a desperate effort to 
resolve the crisis.

In a satisfying conclusion to the 
hectic and challenging conference, all team members were able to 
reach a consensus within their respective councils, and the DGS team departed 
the picturesque campus of Columbia with full hearts, enriched minds and new 
bonds of friendship. Elaine Wong of 4W received a Verbal Commendation, in 
recognition of her outstanding negotiation skills and valiant efforts in reforming 
Indian village politics.

Aside from the MUN Conference, 
the team toured the New York 
University and Columbia campuses, 
paid a visit to the investment 
banking headquarters of Citigroup 

in New York, and participated in a conversation with the Consulate General 
of Lebanon on issues of Middle Eastern politics. They also visited iconic 
sights of the city during their leisure time, such as the 911 Memorial Centre, 
the Empire State Building, Central Park and Times Square. Our girls were 
impressed by the academic intensity displayed by delegates throughout 
CMUNCE. The journey has been a highly rewarding and inspirational one for 
the Diocesan team.

Delegates Garner Success at Columbia
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Debate, to most people, is the formal 
discussion of controversial issues, which 
requires  one to d isplay spontanei ty , 
eloquence and charisma. But we at the House 
of Debate know that debating involves much 
more than that – it is an endeavour built on 
teamwork, commitment and passion. The 
strong team cohesion, the members’ selfless 
dedication and their ceaseless passion for 
debate were the decisive factors that enabled 
our House of Debate to battle its way through 
countless matches and to mature as a team.

This year, the team was fortunate to make it into the Grand Finals of many championships - the Junior Team was crowned 
Champion in the 15th NESTA–SCMP English Debating Competition, the Senior Team was Champion in the Hong Kong 
BAR Association Debating Competition (Gold Division), and also the Grand Finals Champions in the 29th Sing Tao 
Interschool Debating Competition.

On 8th May 2014, the Senior Debate Team, comprising Nicole Liu, Rachel Law, Vanessa Ma, Adriana Lee, Charlotte 
Shieh, Tiffany Tang, Ellen Chan, Samantha Lai and Tse Yan Tung electrified the audience on the grand podium of Queen 
Elizabeth Stadium. After rounds of spectacular debate in forms of speeches, free debate and floor questions on the topic 
of “Hong Kong Property for Hong Kong Residents”, the DGS team finally emerged victorious after 7 years of continuous 
effort, sweat and tears since our last Sing Tao champion. Long in coming, it was certainly a night to be celebrated and 
remembered.

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all those who supported 
and encouraged us throughout this wonderful journey, including teachers 
who gave invaluable advice, past chairladies, team members and all those 
in the audience. We also would like to thank Mr. K. H. Cheng, our chief 
teacher-in-charge, Ms. R. Ahuja, Ms. J. Cho and Ms. G. Yu, our teacher 
advisors for their devotion and love for the team. Last but definitely not 
least, we thank our Headmistress Mrs. Lau for her unwavering support for 
the House of English Debate. Without them, the team could never have 
come this far. Long may the House of Debate continue to inspire and 
flourish!

Sing Tao Finals  –
A Fantastic Year for the House of Debate


